
Along with the other MEMBERS FIRST candidates, I believe in: 

* Our power lies in the membership—we believe in the strength of 
many over the interests of a few.   

* We believe in a brighter future for all—not going back to the past.   

* We win by building collective strength through our membership 
and politics, not by cozying up to management. 

* Our leadership and staff should reflect the diversity of Houston. 

* Our leadership should also be transparent—our membership 
should always be informed and engaged. 

* We should implement new systems for rapid response to member 
needs. 
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President – Melvin Hughes, PWE   Vice President – Jere Talley, HPD  Secretary – Truman Cummings, Aviation  Treasurer – Roy Sanchez, PWE 

Public Works District – Robert Joseph, Rory Lister, Calvin Miller, James Moore, Biff Reed.  Public Safety District – David Bales, Roslyn Cash, 
Betty Harrell.  Health District – Brenda Thorne. Parks District – Chris Meyer.  Aviation District – Bobbi Jo Taylor.  Downtown District – Jim 
Owens.  Solid Waste District – Zuri Kadirifu. 

“It’s plain and simple: I know MEMBERS FIRST is all about the strength of 
our membership.  They’ve got my vote, and you should vote for them too.” 

Scott Haiflich, Downtown District 
(pictured on left)  

“Jim Owens is all about 
carrying our union  
forward into the future, 
so we can get the pay 
and benefits we  
deserve!” 

Linda McDonnel, 
Downtown Dist. (left)   

“I work with Jim Owens, and 
I know he is honest; and he 
cares about all city  
employees.” 
Ella Mamou, Downtown Dist.  

(pictured on left) 

www.VoteMembersFirst.com 

Thank you for considering my candidacy.  Here are some of my coworkers who have pledged their  
support for MEMBERS FIRST: 

Hi, my name is Jim Owens.  I believe that our union builds strength through its  
membership, and through politics.  That’s why I always put members first, and I always 
stay active in our union through our Political Action Committee.  Through the Political  
Action Committee, I have seen our union build political muscle, as well as make headway 
in bolstering City Employees’ pensions. 
 

My professional background is in finances, politics, and negotiating.  Personally, I volunteer at a counseling 
center, and stay active in church. 
 

I appreciate your consideration of me as a candidate.  I know that the skills, knowledge, and integrity that 
I—and the other candidates with MEMBERS FIRST—bring to the table will ensure a bright future for all 
our union members. 
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